
BEARINGER TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
17034 Town Hall Highway                  Millersburg, Michigan 

May 8, 2018 Minutes 
 
Supervisor Patterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm, followed by the pledge of allegiance 
to the flag.  Present for the meeting were Board Members Supervisor Archie J. Patterson II, Clerk 
Beverly Rossetto, Treasurer Emilie Stawiarski and Trustees Duane Walker and Patricia Frost.  
Others in attendance were Doug Phelps, Tom Anglin, Nancy Shutes and Jim McKindles. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Patricia Frost made a motion to approve the meeting agenda, Duane Walker 
supported the motion.  Five aye votes, motion carried. 
 
Approval of Consent Agenda:  Motion made by Patricia Frost to approve the Consent Agenda 
and pay the bills for the month of April 2018, Duane Walker supported the motion.  Five aye votes, 
motion carried. 
 
April 10, 2018 Minutes:  Supervisor Patterson inquired if everyone had reviewed the minutes, 
being no corrections, Supervisor Patterson declared the minutes approved as written. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Stawiarski gave an activity report of the April 2018 financial 
statement.  Fund balances ending April 30, 2018 were: 
 
1.  General Fund Savings Account  $177,228.87 
2.  General Fund Checking Account             1,089.66 
3.  CD (Savings) Account     134,818.44 
4. Township Building Fund       30,058.13 

Total (All Accounts)    $343,195.10 
 
A tag report was presented giving income and expense from April 1st through April 30th for fiscal 
year 2018/2019.  The sum of $2,080.45 has been deposited for the final settlement of the 2017 
Property Taxes.  Treasurer Stawiarski will attend BS&A Software training on May 16, 2018.  The 
Treasurer requested a check for the sum of $400.00 from the General Fund Checking account to 
transfer the Bearinger Township Property Tax account from Huron National Bank to Calcite Credit 
Union.  Supervisor Patterson made a motion to approve the requested transaction, Clerk Rossetto 
supported the motion.  Roll call vote:  Voting yes were Patricia Frost, Emilie Stawiarski, Archie 
Patterson, Duane Walker and Beverly Rossetto.  Five yes votes.  Motion carried. 
 
Clerk’s Report: Clerk Rossetto stated that the April 10, 2018 minutes, the financial statement, 
balance sheet and check register ending April 30, 2018 are available.  Clerk Rossetto attended the 
Qualified Voters File training, April 20, 2018 in Gaylord, MI.  New and tighter security will protect 
voter’s files and voting procedures.  The new election equipment should arrive by the end of June 
and election inspector training will be held in July.  The Presque Isle Township Officers 
Association meeting will be held, June 5, 2018 at Bismarck Township Hall. 
 
Trustee’s Report:  Trustee Walker gave a summary of the Onaway Area Ambulance Service 
meeting held April 25, 2018.  OAAS financial health is good and can cover the expense of a new 
ambulance and a cardio monitor if needed.  The ECO vehicle needs new brakes and an electrical 



module problem is causing the instrument cluster gages to fail intermittently with estimated cost 
for repairs of $2,300.00. 
 
Assessor’s Report:  The Equalization has occurred and the data base has been rolled over and 
work on the 2019 roll has begun.  Field work is being planned and record cards are being printed 
for storage at the township hall.  As of July 1, 2018 copies of all property transfer affidavits will 
be sent to the township clerk.  Assessing reform is in the works by the State of Michigan/Treasury 
Department, if passed, it would considerably change the assessing world. 
 
Supervisor’s Report: Supervisor Patterson expressed our condolences to Doug Phelps and his 
family at the loss of his mother. 
Rogers City Area Ambulance Service Authority has drafted a new budget. A five year spending 
plan was developed to spread equipment replacement out over time and smooth out spending.  The 
renewal of the millage to support RCAASA will be on the ballot this year. 
While marking a grave site for a burial the supervisor found four abandon tires in the cemetery. 
The tires are now at the township hall awaiting big trash day. 
Supervisor Patterson explained the proposal by the State Treasurer to raise the standards, 
procedures and methodologies used by assessors and board of review.  Some of the proposals are: 

1. Full-time Assessors with regular business hours. 
2. Supervisors cannot be their township assessor even if trained. 
3. Assessors must be level 3 or 4 trained. 
4. Equalization Chiefs must be level 4. 
5. Township must have 5, 500 parcels and $12 million in tax revenue. 
6. Township may join into a group to meet the number of parcels and tax revenue 

requirements. 
7. There will be special regional Board of Review for business and industry.  Local Board of 

Review can still handle residential reviews. 
8. If the county takes over assessing they get the 1% fee normally collected by the local unit 

for schools. 
9. There must be an assessor for every 5,500 parcels.  The Michigan Equalization Association 

estimates that the 1% will not be enough to cover the cost of assessors, facilities and 
equipment. 

10. Question: If counties take over assessing, taxing and Board of Review for taxing units what 
is the need for small townships?  Counties can do voting as well. 
 

Correspondence:  Supervisor Patterson read correspondence regarding the Presque Isle Electric 
& Gas Co-op purchase of Aurora Gas Company.  Trustee Walker stated the PIE&G was one of 
five communities in the United States to be chosen for a fiber optic study to be completed by 
September. 
 
Agenda Amendment:  Motion made by Emilie Stawiarski and supported by Duane Walker to add 
Township Hall telephone service to the agenda under New Business.  Five yes votes, motion 
carried.  
 
Old Business: Cemetery Ordinance:  Upon review of the ordinance, Emilie Stawiarski stated that 
monuments should be allowed and limit the size of monuments to an average standard monument 



size.  A sign should be mounted on the cemetery fence indicating hours when the cemetery is open.  
After a lengthy discussion, Supervisor Patterson stated he would make the suggested changes and 
bring the proposed ordinance back next month. 
 
New Business:  A. Election Hall Cleaning:  Clerk Rossetto made a motion to pay the sum of 
$25.00 per election for help with the set-up and clean-up of the township hall precinct.  Patricia 
Frost supported the motion.  Roll call vote:  Voting yes were Duane Walker, Archie Patterson, 
Patricia Frost and Beverly Rossetto.  Emilie Stawiarski abstained.  
 
B.  Township Hall Telephone Service:  Supervisor Patterson contacted Verizon Wireless and 
received a test unit, Verizon Novatel T1114v LTE Wi-Fi Router with voice and Fax connections.  
The supervisor explained all the steps that were performed to test the wireless equipment.  After a 
brief discussion, a motion was made by Emilie Stawiarski, seconded by Duane Walker, to table 
changing telephone service until after the new election equipment arrives to assure that the election 
equipment will be compatible with the Verizon Wireless system.  Five yes votes, motion carried.  
 
Public Comment:  Nancy Shutes announced that she has filed to run in the up-coming election 
for a seat on the Presque Isle County Commissioner Board. 
 
After a lengthy discussion about the amount of money that was in the Bearinger Township 
Treasury, Jim McKindles stated that the township should give back some of the property tax money 
to the property owners.   
 
Being no further comments, Beverly Rossetto made a motion to adjourn the meeting, motion 
supported by Duane Walker.  Five aye votes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. 
 
Next regular Township Board meeting will be held, Tuesday, June 12, 2018 at 6:30pm.  
 
Minutes taken and respectfully submitted by, 
 
Beverly Rossetto, Township Clerk 


